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crime “as a violation against individuals, their families, and the
community in which they live” The objectives of the process
are to negotiate, to mediate, fo empower and to repair the
damages done to the victim and the community. This takes
precedence over ‘“vengeance, deterrence and punishment”

(1997:1).

Richards and Storr (1999:6) state that restorative justice is
one of the most significant recent developments. The victim
plays a central role in this development. His/her feelings
regarding the crime play a role in the decision about
refribution, reparation as well as the rehabilitation of the
offender. On the other hand, the offender has the chance to
show his/her regret and also to make reparation to the victim.
This approach is then to the advantage of all three parties
namely, the offender, the victim as well as the community. In
support of this approach, Richards and Storr (1999:6) argue
that crime is a problem of the community and therefore, in
order to reach solutions, community involvement is of

paramount importance.

Graycar (2000:12) also discusses the emerging trend of the
restorative justice approach within community corrections.
According to Graycar this approach condemns crime, helps to

reform the offender, reaches out to victims and softens the
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